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ON THE FIELD THIS FRIDAY: ATHLETES TO EXPERIENCE THE FIRST EVIDENCE OF 

ENHANCED ATHLETIC FACILITIES  

 
North Augusta’s first home football game this season will be the first on the high school’s 

new field.  

 

The Aiken County School Board voted on Tuesday, March 31, 2015, on a plan to fund 

the top athletics priorities for each of its seven high schools, dedicating a portion of 

proceeds received from the District’s annual bond sale and issuance, based on the 

District’s high credit rating, for athletics facilities projects throughout the District.  

 

Since 2001, the District’s Five-Year Facility Plan has included a line item for athletics. 

Athletic Funding has, among other things, provided lighting, scoreboards, bleachers, 

tracks and activity buses. Historically, larger projects have required more funds than 

were allocated each year for athletics. To support higher priced Athletic Director-

identified priorities, the District has from time-to-time saved funds to support larger 

upgrades, improvements and new construction.   

 

With the condition of the field, number of teams the field supports, and the safety issue 

of transporting students off campus for practice, North Augusta High School’s field was 

presented as a priority with the District’s Five-Year Facility Plan in February.  

 

After much discussion, public input, research into providing the safest facilities possible 

for all young athletes, the establishment of a subcommittee for Athletic Facilities, and a 

meeting with high school Athletic Directors to prioritize their needs, Board members 

voted to support Aiken County Schools’ athletics with a prudent and workable plan 

that addressed the top athletic priorities for each high school over the next several 

years. 

                

Synthetic Field Turf at North Augusta High School is the first of district improvements to 

high school athletic facilities from the Fund 5/Athletic Facility Fund. This summer, the 

project was designed, procured, bid out and completed. Friday night’s home game for 

North Augusta against border rival from Edgefield County Strom Thurmond will be the 

first played on the new field.  

 

Using the line item for athletics on the District’s Five Year Facility Plan in conjunction with 

the newly-designated funds from annual bond sale and issuance, the greatest athletic 

facilities needs at all of Aiken County’s high schools now have a funding mechanism for 

being addressed.  
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